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COLUMBIA IRRIGATION DISTRICT BOARD MEETING
June 19, 2026

CALL TO ORDER

President Shawver called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Present at the meeting were:
Vincent Shawver, President Curt Strifert, Secretary/Manager
Dallas Ayde, Vice-President Lila Freshment, Recorder
Neil Martin, Director Jeff Sperline, Attorney

Sherri Thackham, Director
Marilyn Dickenson, Director

Guests:
None.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Director Martin motioned to approve the June 19, 2026, agenda as submitted. Director Dickenson
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT

None

CONSENT AGENDA

Minutes of June 5, 2026
Director Thackham motioned to approve the minutes of June 5, 2026. Director Martin seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Strifert stated that the electrical control panel was installed yesterday. The project remains on
schedule, with completion anticipated between July 6 and July 8. The District is now able to submit its
initial reimbursement request to the Department of Ecology.
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Conservation Plan
There is no new update.

Bond Discussion
Moved into Executive Session.

Columbia Center Blvd Trailer Court
Mr. Strifert met with representatives last week. A 5-foot chain-link fence has been installed. He reported
they did a good job cleaning up the site. A right-of-way permit will be obtained for the fence.

Tenant Lease
The Lease Assignment Agreement is ready for signatures.

Director Thackham motioned to authorize Mr. Strifert to sign the Lease Assignment Agreement on behalf
of the Board. Director Dickenson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Oak Street Bridge
There are no significant updates to report at this time.

Ecology Gate Grant
Mr. Strifert notified the Board that the grant proceeds were received from Ecology.

NEW BUSINESS

Operations Report
Mr. Strifert reported that work is underway to improve canal roads and raise sections of the canal banks

using rock from Owens pit. Two sections are targeted for completion by the end of the summer. Hauling
rock is expected to begin at the end of next week.

Mr. Strifert also reported that the crane pad at the dam has been completed in preparation for the screen
installation. Due to warm water temperatures, weed growth has accelerated, requiring three treatment
applications to keep conditions manageable. While staff continue to receive occasional reports of low
water at the end of the canal, Lateral 2 has shown significant improvement following the Rubicon gate
installation.

Policy Revisions

Ms. Freshment presented a list of policies that were reviewed with no revisions. Those policies were: 1.2 —
Proposing, Writing, Formatting, Authorizing and Revising Policies, 1.3 — Declaration of Emergency and
Emergency Response, 2.3 - Electronic Tracking and Technology, 2.4 - Pandemic Isolation & Quarantine,
3.0 - Records Management, 3.2 — Capital Assets, 3.3 — Capital Improvements, 3.4 — Assessment, Acreage
Changes, and Refunds, 4.1 — Canal and Piped Facilities Management, 4.3 — Protection of Pipeline
Easements, 4.4 — Utilities Crossing District Property Design and indemnification, 5.2 — Reimbursement of
Expense, and 5.4 — Meals, Coffee, and Light Refreshments.
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Director Thackham moved the Board acknowledge completion of the required review of policies identified
in the minutes and retain the policies in their current forms. Director Martin seconded the motion. Motion
carried.

The Board reviewed draft revisions to the CID Bylaws, Policy 1.1 — Board of Directors Policy, Policy 3.1 -
Public Records Disclosure, Policy 4.5 - Encroachment Removal, Policy 4.6 — Private Turnout Ownership
and Cost Burden, and Policy 5.3 — District Credit Cards.

Director Thackham motioned to approve alt changes discussed for the CID District By-laws, Policy 1.1,
3.1, 4.5, 4.6, 5.3. Director Dickenson seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

2026/27 Capital Improvement Projects
Tabled until the next meeting.

Southridge High School Sponsorship

A request was received from a representative of Southridge High School for the District to sponsor the
purchase of new athletic gear for Southridge High School sports programs. Following discussion, the
Board denied the request.

Board Discussion - Restructure
Tabled untit a future meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

President Shawver moved the meeting into executive session at 10:45 a.m. for 30 minutes, to discuss the
performance of a public employee and legal risks of current or proposed action. The meeting was
extended at 11:15 a.m. for 15 minutes. The meeting was extended at 11:30 a.m. for 10 minutes. The
meeting was extended at 11:40 a.m. for 5 minutes. The meeting was extended at 11:45 a.m. for 5 minutes.
The meeting was moved back into open session at 11:50 a.m.

Director Thackham moved to draft a resolution authorizing an employment Contract between the District
and District Manager, Curt Strifert. Director Martin seconded the motion. Motion carried.

DIRECTOR DISCUSSION

The Board discussed travel arrangements for the upcoming Yakima Basin Joint Board Tour. The Board was
reminded that the first meeting in July will be held on July 2, 2026, at 9:00 a.m.
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ADJOURNMENT

President Shawver adjourned the meeting at 11:56 a.m.
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